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Near East South Asia Centre for Strategic 
Studies (NESA) in partnership with 
Daniel K. Inouye Asia Pacific Centre for 
Strategic Studies conducted a workshop 
on ‘Strategic Competition in the Indian 
Ocean Region’ from 30th June-1st July 
2021 via Zoom. The workshop aimed at 
identifying existing and future challenges 
in the Western Indian Ocean Region and 
forming strategies to overcome these 
challenges. The workshop hosted 80+ 
international invitees. 

Ms. Jayasekara shared her ideas on the 
importance of strategies such as ‘multi-
directional balancing’ for developing 
countries like Sri Lanka not to bandwagon 
with any country, but to remain neutral 
with all. Other points of discussion 
included; global rivalries, arms race and 
arms control, militarization of the IOR, 
piracy, drugs and narcotics, illegal and 
forced migration, maritime terrorism, 
IUU fishing, climate change and natural 
disasters and economic inequality etc
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academic in 
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(LTTE)  

widely recognized to be one 
of the most proficient and dangerous 
guerrilla/terrorist groups in the world. 
This reputation is owed to the extremely 
sophisticated international network that 
has been built by the organization to 
sustain its 26 year-long struggle for the 
creation of an independent state of Tamil 
Eelam
  

willingness to 
swallow the cyanide pill by the LTTE [is] 
seen as commitment to the Tamil cause

International response 

  
Peace initiatives

ndeed, the LTTE 
entered negotiations five times,...In mid-
2006, sensing victory was in its grasp, the 
LTTE deliberately ended the Norwegian-
brokered ceasefire...In response, the 
Sri Lankan government finally decided 
to change its strategic objective, from 
negotiating with the LTTE to annihilating 
it

used the 
cease-fire agreement to regroup, rearm 
forces

 

Ms. Charani Patabedinge is an Honorary 
Associate Research fellow at the Institute 
of National Security Studies (INSS), 
premier think tank on National Security 
established under the aegis of Ministry 
of Defence. The opinion expressed is her 
own and not necessarily reflective of the 
institute.
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